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Vilnius historic center ïOld Town, the monument of UNESCO World 

heritage, is the most distinctive and important as an urban and 

architectural property



In Vilnius there is very important cultural heritage objects for tourism. They are related to 

their value, impressiveness and attractiveness. Visiting of churches, museums, concert-

exhibition halls, cafes, restaurants, hotels, shops are ready for tourism.

St. Anneôs and Bernardine churches; Upper Castle with a new elevator; New Arsenal ï

National museum



Medininkai gate (XVI c.), (on the left);ñMedininkaiò restaurant (XVI c.), 
(on the right)



ÅCultural heritage, its monuments, Historic Towns and its 

parts are closely related to cultural tourism.

ÅCultural tourism is a very important field for protection of 

heritage and its use. 

ÅIt is based on the ground of Helsinki Declaration of 

European Council (1996) ïOn the political dimension of 

cultural heritage conservation in Europe.

ÅIt is required to harmonize the policy of heritage 

conservation, territorial planning and urbanism. 

ÅThe cultural heritage is a participant for townôs, countryôs 

development.



BALTIC CULTURAL TOURISM POLICY PAPER

Å ñThe Baltic Cultural Tourism
Policy Paperò, prepared in 
2003 and supported by the 
UNESCO shows common 
efforts of the Baltic States in 
the sphere of cultural tourism.

Å In this document there is 
emphasized the importance of 
cultural tourism, its evaluation 
of cultural tourism policy in the 
Baltic countries. Its essence 
consists of  plans, and 
strategies, financial 
instruments, taxes policies, 
public access, etc.



Cultural tourism and Vilnius City Official (master) plans

Å Cultural heritage sites and 
complexes of objects are 
proposed for cultural tourism 
developing it as a separate part of 
Official plans (1998 for developing 
Vilnius until 2005 and 2006 for 
developing Vilnius until 2015).

Å There were suggested specific 
tour-plans including heritage 
objects (culture and nature)  for 
different areas of the city, taking 
into account the needs for tourists: 
local, country population and 
foreigners.

Å Much attention is paid to formation 
of tours, selection of objects to be 
visited.



The most significant object of cultural tourism is Vilnius Old 

Town

Å For tourism and urban-

architectural control of Vilnius 

Old Town landscape there is 

proposed a system of the most 

important points / sites of 

panoramic views.

Å In the last Official plan there 

were suggested six points of 

panoramic views beyond of the 

Old Town and four ones inside 

the Old Town



The view from south-east to Old Town and new Center of VILNIUS



PROBLEMS

Å We face with problem that program from Vilnius Official (master) 

plan (until 2005 dedicated to cultural heritage and tourism) has been 

implemented about 30%. This implementation is still an actual 

problem today.

THE PROBLEMS OF CULTURAL TOURISM IN  VILNIUS:

Å Tours and objects are not ready behind the zone of Old Town;

Å In the Old Town there are not pedestrian tourist zones;

Å Parking of tourist buses is not being solved;

Å It is necessary to work out detailed plans, the programs for the 

separate territories of the city zones, which are planned in the 

scheme of development for cultural tourism in Vilnius Official plan 

until 2015



THERE WERE ERECTED FOR TOURISTS: 

ÅTwo sites for viewing Old Town and city

ÅNew pointers of tourists information;

ÅExplanatory stands, information plaques at the 

monuments;

ÅTracks and pointers in the protective territories



New pointers of tourist information; information plaques at the

monuments; explanatory stands 


